CHAPTER   III

HOW   FRANCE   BEGAN   HER    STRIFE   WITH

THE    GERMANIC   WORLD-FRANCIS   I   AND

CHARLES  V

THE sickly and delicate Louis XII was succeeded by his robust
son-in-law and cousin once removed,1 Francis I. Nothing would
have caused greater sorrow to Queen Anne had she survived her
husband. Francis of Angouleme had been brought up, at Cognac and
at Amboise, by his mother, Louise of Savoy, a taciturn and masterful
widow, capable of die conniving and spitefulness which accompanies
iH fortune, but of solid intelligence and a noble woman. Anne hated
Louise; Blois kept an eye on Amboise. When Louis XII remarried,
Louise anxiously watched this young English queen whose son, were
she to produce one, would stand between Francis and the throne. Louis
XII was so worn out that a son seemed unlikely, but Suffolk, die English
ambassador, dangerously pleased his royal compatriot. (He so greatly
pleased her that she married him, three months after Louis XII's death.)
An adulterous heir would have been no less dangerous than a legitimate
one. Louise and her daughter Marguerite took turns as 'curators of the
womb'. Finally Louis XII died and Francis I succeeded to die throne.
'We busy ourselves in vain', Louis had remarked melancholically;
'that big young fellow will spoil everything.' The big young fellow had
become a splendid, strapping youth, intense, with as sturdy a stance as
his crony, Henry VIII of England. He liked lovemaking, hunting, war,
life. 'Far removed was any reminder of Queen Anne and her stiff
austerity ... The King liked blonde women with Flemish complexions,
the handsome girls of the north .., Joyful and hearty laughter pealed
through a world of young people.'2 Dominated and sheltered by his
mother, Francis had been spoiled and worshipped by his sister Marguerite.
She liked poets and artists; she had made her brother into an amateur
humanist, too much of a good fellow for serious studies, though he tried
his hand 'at Florentine games and at verses, which he turned out with

1 Charles of AngoulSme, father of Francis I, was first cousin to Louis XII. The latter had
made the heir presumptive his son-in-law by marrying him to Claude of France.
* Louis BATTIFOL.
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